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PWD to check ‘dubious’ projects

New Delhi: After the Delhij
government ordered a thor-
ough quality checking of all
Infrastructure projects about
which the chief vigilance
commissioner had raised
questions, the Public Works
Department (PWD) said that
load testing and other tests
would be carried out after
consultation with IIT Delhi in
connection with six of its pro-
jects,

The chief technical exam-
ination wing of CVC and the
CBI have raised questions in
connection with six PWD pro-
Jects - grade separator at Raja
Ram Kohli Marg, flyover at
Nariana, Ghazipur grade sep-
arator, streetscaping work,
elevated road on Barapullah
nallah and Ring Road bypass
project.

“We have provided them
with files relating to all these
projects,” said an official, A
load test or other tests will
now be carried out after con-
sultation with IIT Delhi. “The
samples for three of the pro-
Jects-grade separator at Raja
Ram Kohli Marg, flyover at
Nariana and Ghazipur grade
separator ~ have been failed

UNDER SCRUTINY: PWD will car

ry out quality checks

- TOI file photo

of six of its

projects in consultation with HT-Delhi

by CTE we are going to be
writing to IIT Delht to carry
out load samples of these pro-
jects,” said PWD spokesper-
son, Sudhir Kumar,

A recent report on defi-
ciencies in CWG-related
works by CTE, specifically
mentioned higher rates, poor
quality control and substan-
dard material, among others,
in the PWD-approved projects
worth Rs1,315.66 crore.

Meanwhile,
bridges (FOB) in many parts

foot over-

of the city, which were con-
structed at a cost of crores,
are lying in a state of neglect
asthe PWD is yet to install es-
calators in these FOBs, In
fact, in areas like Srinivaspu-
riwhere an FOB hasbeen con-
structed along the Ring Road,
escalators parts have been
stolen and the escalator is ly-
ing on the roadside gathering
dust.

The civic body has now
had to send a notice to black-
list the contractor carrying

out work on-site asking them
to complete the work of in-
stalling escalators to aveid be-
ing blacklisted, Meanwhile,
the civic body admitted that
some of the FOBs in the city
were under-utilized and
claimed that they are now go-
ing to make FOBs with lifts to
ensure that more pedestrians
make use of them.

“The support structure of
the FOB in Srinivaspuri was
stolen. The escalators have
been lying there since before
the Commonwealth Games.
As per the contractual agree-
ment, it is the responsibility
of the contractor to replace
the stolen parts. We have
asked the contractor to do so
to avoid being blacklisted.
Since these are imported
parts, it is taking time to pro-
cure them but the escalators
should be installed by July-
end,” said an official,

Escalatorsatthe FOBnear
Hasanpur are yvet to be in-
stalled and according to a re-
cent survey carried out by
traffic police, this FOB is
hardly being used by pedestri-
ans.Inmany areas, theescala-
tors which have been in-
stalled are not even in
working condition.
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DURABILITYASSESSMENT

Load testing: PWD

S

= For better maintenance of roads, flyovers and bridges constructed

to check flyover facts

L ~

during the Games, the public works department has strengthened

Its maintenance team.

HT Correspondent

W hireporters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELRL: The public works
department (PWD) will carry
out ‘load testing’ on three fly-
over projects — Raja Ram Kohlj
Marg, Naraina and Ghazipur —
some time later this month.

The three flyovers were con-
structed before the
Commonwealth Games and con-
crete samples lifted by the chief
technical examiner office (CTEQ)
of the central vigilance commis-
sion (CVC) had later failed. “Load
testing has to be done under the
supervision of the Indian Institute
of Technology. The CTEQ is like-
Iy to write to the IIT next week.
We will then discuss it with the
T and carry out the exercise”
PWD director (works) Sudhir
Kumar said.

He, however, added that load
testing is not required to be car-
ried out on the Barapulah ele-
vated road. “The CTEO has also
dropped most of the paras of
objections on these three fly-
overs, the Ring Road bypass proj-
ect, Barapullah elevated road
project and the streetlight works,
alter getting convinced by the
replied we had sent.”

Apart from the CVC, the CBI

HT FILE PHOTO

and the Comptroller and Auditor
General office are also probing
into various projects taken up
by the PWD during the Games,

NEW PROJECTS

Briefing the media on new proj-
ects being taken up by the PWD
after the CWG, Kumar said the
focus has now shifted on the
BRT corridors. “We are getting
the detailed project report
(DPR) on seven BRT corridors.
The technical and financial bid
for the DPR on Narela-Azadpur
corridor has already been called,

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGES
Accepting that there are sever-
al pedestrian bridges that should
have been completed before the
Games but got delayed, PWD
engineers said they have put the
project on fast track. Bridges,
including the one near Hasanpur
depot and Road no. 56 in east
Delhi, will also be completed in
a month, he added.

MAINTENANCE ZONE

For better maintenance of
roads, flyovers and bridges con-
structed during the Games, the
PWD has strengthened its team
and created a new maintenance
zone, Kumar said,



KANPUR,PTE: In order to
produce an indigenous and
cheaper alternative to the
existing costly knee im-
plants, lIT-Kanpur has tied
up with GSVM medical col-
lege to design cheaper knee
implants.

These implants would soon
replace the costly internation-

Deccan Herald B'lore 07.06.11, p-9

lIT Kanpur designs cheap knee implants

ally designed models and make
the treatment economical.

[T Kanpur will provide tech-
nical support to GSVM Medical
College to jointly design these
knee implants within six
months.

The implants, currently be-
ing used for treatment cost be-
tween Rs 35,000 to 40,000,

However, with the new indige-
nously designed implants the
cost would come down to ap-
proximately around Rs 13,000.

“For people suffering from
knee pain, a technique known
as High Tibial Osteotomy
(HTO) can serve as a substitute
for knee replacement surgery.
It has a faster recovery period
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and is significantly cheaper™
“Internationally designed
implants made HTO extreme-
ly expensive for patients. This
compelled us to start designing
our own cost effective implants,
for patients,” Prof Anand Swa-
roop, principat and Head of the
Orthopaedic Department of
GSVM Medical College said.
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AIIMS cancels 11 selections

Abhishek Sharan

m htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An inter-state net-
work of racketeers, who alleged-
ly manipulated the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences’
(AITMS) May 8 entrance exam-
ination, had helped 11 candidates
qualify and even get high ranks
on the merit list in lieu of money,
a probe by the Central Bureau
of Investigation {CBI) has
revealed.

AITMS authorities have can-
celled the selection of these 11
candidates and struck off their
names from the merit list on
receipt of the probe’s findings
from the CBI.

The CBI had on Friday bust-

ed the racket, allegedly led by
radiologist Mahipal Singh, who
has done his post graduate
course in radiology from AIIMS,

“We are aware of the CBI's
probe’s findings. We have cor-
rected the deficiencies in the
AIIMS-PG entrance exam’s
merit list that was published on
May 27. The selection of the 11
candidates has been cancelled

THE CANDIDATES HAD
ALLEGEDLY NOT
ANSWERED A MAJORITY
OF THE QUESTIONS
ASKED IN THE TEST,

R

,, Aiims’s spokesperson Dr YK
Gupta told HT. “We had
retained the original answer
sheets submitted by the candi-
dates that were compared with
the manipulated copies and the
differences were seen,” Gupta
added. The candidates had
allegedly not answered a major-
ity of the questions asked in the
test, said a CBI official.

“Some candidates, who
appeared in the AIIMS PG
exam on May 8, answered only
a few questions and left most of
the OMR (optical mark recog-
nition/freader) sheet blank, but
still secured high positions in
the merit list published by
AIIMS on May 27" said a source
from the CBI source.
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'REFORM PROPOSAL

Higher education plan
finds few supporters

BY PrasHaNT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

-------------------------

NEW DELHI

day after giving their nod to

the Union government's
plans for school education re-
form, state education ministers
on Wednesday cold-shouldered
proposals for reforming higher
education.

Union human resource de-
velopment (HRD) minister Ka-
pil Sibal's suggestions on set-
ting up so-called model colleg-
es and Indian Institutes of In-
formation Technology (IIITs),
and reforming state universities
found few supporters at a meet-

ing that included ministers
from some Congress-ruled
states.

Sibal’s proposal to set up 374
model colleges in backward
districts drew virtually every-
one’s ire, with state ministers
disagreeing with the land re-
quirement and fund-sharing
aspects of the plan,

“They want %8 crore for set-
ting up a college and %6 crore
will be the state’s share. This is
not fair,” said Jitendra Singh,
higher education minister of
Rajasthan. The state is ruled by
the Congress party, which also
heads the Union government.

The recurring cost of running
these colleges is also to be
borne by the state government,
according to the Union minis-
try's proposal.

Singh said states need not re-
port to the Union ministry if
they can raise so much money
on their own.

Laxmikant Sharma, Madhya
Pradesh higher education min-
ister, said the Union and state
governments should equally
share the investment in such

colleges. His colleagues from
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh
agreed.

Although the Union govern-
ment plans to establish 374
maodel colleges, it had received
only 125 proposals from various
states by the end of May.

Bihar’s human resource de-
velopment minister P.K. Shahi
objected to the Union minis-
try’s proposal that there should
be no political interference in
the appointment of vice-chan-
cellors at state universities.

“We can understand about
academic autonomy, but to say
that there should not be any po-
litical interference is not fair,”
he said. “At the end of the day,
they are people’s representa-
tives and if anything goes
wrong with the education sys-
tem, then they are account-
able.”

States have also shown little
interest in setting up 20 I1ITs as
public-private-partnership pro-
jects. “We have received only
three-four proposals. The re-
sponse has been slow,” said
Ashok Thakur, additional secre-
tary at the Union HRD ministry.

Sibal said he would sit down
again with state representatives
later this year to discuss univer-
sity reforms. “We will ask them
to gave us a long-term road-

' map‘”

The minister said he would
also talk to university authori-
ties to implement 27% reserva-
tion for other backward classes
(OBCs) as some universities
have not done so.

On Tuesday, state education
ministers had agreed to Sibal's
proposal to make education
compulsory until class X and
bring a law to curb unfair prac-
tices in schools.
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Low-cost laptops set
to roll out after 6 yrs

TIMES NEWSE NETWORK

New Delhi: Sixyvearsafter it
wasconceived, the first lot of
10,000 laptops—the HRDmin-
1stry calls it low-cost access-
cum-computing

deviee — would be
delivered to IIT-Ra-
jasthan in late
June, and over the
next four months
90,000 more would

at R=2 200 apiece,

facturing of one lakh laptops
has been done in India.
Asfor the cost escalation
from the earlier promised
price of Rs 1,500, officials
=aid it 15 due to increase n
input coEt,
“But orice
more  orders
are placed, the
price would be
renegotiated
and brought
down to Rs 1,
00" an offi-

The announcement was
made at the state education
ministers’ conference. Min-
1stry officials said onee the
supplyof one lakh devicesi=s
made, each state would be
given 2,000 pieces. The Cen-
tre would subsidize 50% of
the cost. Effectively, a stu-
dent would have to pay Rs
1,100, Officials said manu-

cial =said. [IT-Rajasthan is
the nodal institute for con-
ceiving and monitoring the
progress of manufacturing
of these gadgets. The delay
in rolling out the laptops, of-
ficials explained, took place
as the first company which
was given the contract to
manufacture one lakh piec-
es, was bought over,
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Low-cost
tablets’ for
college
students

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 8

STATES will soon get around *
3,000 ‘tablets’ or low-cost’
computing devices each for’
field tests by the end of next’
month. Around a lakh of
such devices have been pur-’
chased. The sample pieces”
will soon be dispatched td’
“testing centres at IIT Jodh-
pur and Kanpur before they!
are given to the states. d
They are meant for un!
dergraduate and postgrad-’
uate students. Manufac
tured by Canadian firm
Datawind Ltd, each device
costs around Rs 2,200, of
which the Central govern:!
ment will contribute around
50 per cent. The govern«
ment is planning to procure
around 1 million units in the
first phase. ,
Union Minister for Hu-
man Resource Development
Kapil Sibal launched the
tablet called Sakshat last
year. Aimed to bridge the
class divide and providing
technology access, the
tablets use Linux and include
features such as WiFi con:
nectivity, PDF Reader,
Open Office, touchscree
ability, remote device man
agement capability, multi=
media input-output interface
option, built-in keyboard, 2
GB RAM and a USB port.
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- B-schools
consortium flags
off common
admission

Our Bureau
Hyderabad June 8

Consortium of Manage-
ment Education (COME), a
collaboration of 52 business
schools in India, mostly from
Mumbai and Pune, has cre-
ated a common platform for
holding Centralised Admis-
sion Process (CAP) for its
member institutes,

The online common selec-
tion process for admission in-
to various PG diploma
courses on business manage-
ment will be conducted in
Hyderabad on June 14 and 15.

The admission process in-
cludes a group discussion and
personal interview, which
will be conducted at various
locations such as Mumbai,
Pune, Nagpur, Hyderabad,
New Delhi, Bangalore and
Bhubaneswar.

“The 52-member institutes
in the consortium is offering
about 36 verticals, such as
bio-technology, agriculture,
pharmaceutical, banking and
insurance business manage-
ment,” Dr Pradeep Bawade-
kar, a member of the
consortium, told newsper-
sons here on Wednesday.

He said the consortium,
which invites only AICTE-
approved institutes, was will-
ing to take on board institutes
from other States as mem-
bers. The consortium is of-
fering a total of 10,000 seats
across its membér institutes.

There is an estimated 550
AICTE-approved institutions
with a total offering of 50,000
seats,

On the placement rate, Dr
Bawadekar, said the average
track record across the mem-
ber institutes was between 85
per cent and 90 per cent
placement.
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‘Indian B-schools need to

Cur Bureay
New Delhi, June 8

Indian B-schools need to
encourage students to go in
for management research to
make a mark globally, This
may also help the country
tackle the problem of lack of
quality faculty, said Profes-
sor Sanjay Kallapur, Senior
Associate Dean - Faculty &
Research, ISB-Hyderabad.

“Indian B-schools have a
much longer history than

China, but virtually no glob-.

al presence,” he said in a
media interaction here on
Wednesday,

According to the US Na-
tional Science Foundation,
in 2009, the number of Chi-
nese students enrolled in US
B-schools for Ph.D was 1,260
compared with only 390
from India.

“Most Indian Ph.D stu-
dents in the US are lapped
up by B-schools in countries

i

~make a

other than India, creating a
faculty vacuum here,”’ he
said, and added that B-
schools here needed to cre-

ate an atmosphere of
research.
PUBLISHED PAPERS

In the field of published pa-

global ma

pers in US management
journals, too, India is way
behind China.

Citing a study by UT Dal-
las, which ranks B-schools
by the number of research
papers published in the top
24 US management journals,
Prof Kallapur said during

rk’

2008-11, there were 25 B-
schools from China with
published papers compared
with only three from India.

“Data availability isrich in
India, but the material is not
accessible to management
researchers in a friendly for-
mat,” he said.

Prof Kallapur said ISB
had made some headway in
encouraging students to
pursue Ph.D.

“Two of our students have
done well. One has joined
Wharton and the other is
part of the ISB faculty. We
are also recruiting research
associates,”

Admitting that faculty sal-
aries was a key reason for
not drawing students to re-
search, he said India, de-
spite  havin abundant
talent, was losing out to not
only the US but also Singa-
pore and Hong Kong on this
front.
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All In The Cloud

Apple raises the stakes with iCloud

A nother IT revolution 1s mmpending, which may make the personal
%cmnpmer potheway of the typewriter or the cassette tape recorden This
weel Apple launched iCloud - its eloud-computing service Transferring
all data processing and storage capacity to the cloud - orremote server factories
— has radical consequences bir the PC market. Desktop computers could soon
confract to basic mput/output devices, Theoretically smartphones or tablets
would suffice to cater to all our computing needs. And these would be ubigui-
tous, rendering personal work files, music, pictures and data radically mobile.
With Apple throwmng down the gauntlet competitors are bound to join the fray
maturing the cloud-computiag market. Instead of lugging our laptops around
everywhere, we could afford touncham ourselves from them.

Cloud computing has the potential to shrink our computing waorld, making
hardware smaller and cheaper: Digital illiteracy 15 a serious impediment to
empowerment in the 21* century, but allowing many people to share the same
digital infrastructure could make the digital divide a thing of the past. Cloud-
computing technology can kave knock-on effects on education, as cheap and
simple devices could enhance learning in schools and colleges. It will also boost
small businesses as they hamess the power of the cloud to avail of quality IT
services with minimal mvestment. Onthesupply side, demmand will be driven by
the need for customisation. Security is a prime concern with cloud computing,
and service providers that teclkle this issue effect wvely will have the edge The
domestic cloud-computing mndustry 1s projected to grow mnto a Bs 2434-crore
market by 2014, Onee hooked on, the cloud could redefine ourdigital lives.
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India's top 50 engineering colleges 2011

June 9, 2011 08:23 IST (http://www.rediff.com/getahead/slide-show/slide-show-1-career-indias-top-
50-engineering-colleges-2011/20110609.htm )

Ranking the top colleges is a very difficult task. While it is relatively easy to create clusters of colleges, it is
differentiating within clusters that became the most difficult exercise. So for the first time in the country we
have used balanced scorecard methodology to arrive at the ranking of the top 50 colleges.

Ranking methodology

We scanned the last five year rankings of about 241 colleges and normalised their ranks, by assigning
differential weights to subjective and objective ranking. Such a process is used to develop clusters of
institutions. The research standing of individual institutions were further used to refine the clusters and remove
the odd men out.

Individual clusters were ranked serially. In each of these clusters the differences in cut-off marks, wherever
possible (like in case of 1ITs and AIEEE institutes and some States) were used to arrive at individual ranks.
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INDIA’S TOP 50 ENGINEERING INSTITUTIONS 2011

INSTITUTE 2010 GRADE 7 2011
IIT-Bombay AAA+ 1
IIT-Delhi AAA+ 2
IIT-Madras ARA+ 3
IIT-Kanpur  AMAs 4
IT-Kharagpur AAA+ 5
IT-Roorkee AAA 6
IT-Guwahati AAA 7
IT-BHU, Varanasi AAA 8
BITS, Pilani - 9
Jadavpur University, Jadavpur | AAA+ 10
Anna University, Chennai AAA+ 1"
NIT-Tiruchirappall Y 12
NIT-Rourkela AA 13
BIT-Mesra A+ 14
ISM-Dhanbad AA+ 15
VIT University, Vellore AAA 16
Thapar University, Patiala  AAA+ 17
NIT-Warangal - 18
NIT-Surathkal Y 19
NSIT, New Delhi AAA+ 20
IIT-Hyderbad Y 21
ICT Mumbai (UDCT) . 22
NIT-Calicut Y 23
Delhi Technological University AAA+ 24
MNNIT-Allahabad AAA 25
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